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bag REPORT OF THE \ 
SELECTMEN OF CROYDON, 


For THE YEAR Enpinc Marcu, 1876. 


DISBURSEMENTS. 
PAID FOR SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS. 
Dive No, 1, Alonzo C. Crooker, $ 81 84 
2, David A. Sargent, 230 59 
Re ‘¢ 3, Stillman Putnam, 136 18 
a: ‘¢ 4, James Eastman, 80 64 
fy * §, Cyrus K. Fletcher, 62 29 
y ¢ 6, Frederick Barton, 64 03 
: ‘¢ 9, Epaphras Paul, 10 98 
e ‘¢ 10,°Albert B. Stocker, 12 68 
Hurd & Rowell, 20 06 
$699 24 
Paid State Tax, $652 00 
Paid County Tax, 698 25 
$1350 25 
; Paid Hiram M. Austin, breaking roads, $ 2 00 
Warren R. Bartlett, plank, 1 80 
W.R. Bartlett, breaking road 1875, 2 00 
W. R. Bartlett, breaking road 1876, 1 25 
Elias Powers, perambulating town lines, 11 00 
Klias Powers, plank, 2 00 
W. W. Partridge, breaking road 1875-6, 3 00 
Benj. Young, breaking road 1876, 1 00 
Otis Cooper, watering trough on highway, 3 00 
Otis Cooper, plank, 5 48 
William Barton, breaking road 1875, 4 80 
S. G. Walker, work on road, 2. O00 

Sylvester Rowell, plank, 5 48 j 

James Kastman, work on road, 3 26 


G. W. Stockwell, breaking road 1876, 2 00 
Dexter S. Freeto, breaking road 1875, 9 75 


Francis Dodge, breaking road 1875, 8 85 
F. Dodge, plank, 64 
V. B. Carroll, breaking road 1875, 1 80 
V. B. Carroll, breaking road 1876, 2 10 


VY. B. Carroll, taking down fence, 1 00 


a4 
Paid G. H. Jacobs, breaking road 1875-6, $ 4 
F. Barton, breaking road 1875, 7 00 
F. Barton, making bridge, i) 
F. Barton, repairing road from his house 


to where Harrison Stockwell lives, 50 00 
Peter Hurd, breaking road 1875-6 2 70 
J. W. Davis, breaking road 1876, 2 75 
J. H. Sherratt, breaking road, 76 
H. W. Fletcher, breaking road 1875-6, C26 
H. W. Fletcher, work on road, 2 25 
H. W. Fletcher, plank, 96 
H. A. Barton, posting school law, 2 00 


Gilman Stockwell, repairing road from 
Marshall Putnam’s to Cornish line, 58 00 

D. S. Bartlett, breaking road 1875, 2 25 

D. A. Sargent, breaking road 1875-6, 

D. A. Sargent, going with hearse, 

B. C. Whipple, breaking road 1875, 

M.D. Dodge, highway tax paid in labor, 

O. C. Forehand, plank, 

Levi Russell, breaking road 1875, 

A. Hall, making pauper depositions, 

L. P. Cooper, plank, 

Hubbard Cooper, repairing ‘Town House, 

J.C. Crooker, watering trough on highway, 3 00 
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Ep. Paul, plank for bridges, 3 00 
Henry Patten, repairing bridge, 5 Td 
B. Young, breaking road 1875, 8 75 
J. Glynn, breaking road 1875, 2 70 
J. Sherratt, breaking road 1875, 4 50 
J. H. Mayo, breaking road 1875, 7 05 
W. Stockwell, breaking road 1875, 2 00 
Charles Rowell, breaking road 1875, 5 25 


V. B. Carroll, damage done to his sheep 
by dogs 1874, 6 00 
J. H. Sherratt, damage done to his sheep 


by dogs 1874, 5 00 
B. Young, damage done to his sheep by 

dogs 1874, 2 00 
O. C. Forehand, damage done to his 

sheep by dogs 1874, 9 00 
Dr. Brown, returning births and deaths, 50 
Dr. Currier, returning births and deaths, 1 00 
Shingling Town House, 26 25 


Adolphus Hall, plank, | 44 20 


5) 


Paid Rk. Cooper, storing hearse, $ 3 00 
G. W. Dunbar, glass and putty for Town 

House, SAO ta: 

G. W. Dunbar, nails for bridges, QL t 

Ruel Durkee, plank and timber for bridges, 10 50 

Alfred Cutting, plank, 75 


; 3 OPENING GRAVES. 
Paid Washington Stockwell, opening grave, $ 1 50 


W. W. Hall, opening 5 graves, 10 00 
Geo. Angell, opening 4 graves, 8 00. 
N. P. Stevens, opening grave, 2 00 
Charles C. Morey, opening grave, 2 00 


Warner F. Kempton, opening gravé 1874, 2 00 


ABATEMENT OF TAXES. 


Amos Spaulding, poll tox, $1 50 
B. F. Dame, assessed 18753 1 00 
Joel Ferry, assessed 1875, 9 50 
Reuben Kidder, assessed 1875, 1 50 
Henry Squires, assessed 1875, 2 43 
Frank P. Dow, assessed 1874, | 1 48 
Benj. F. Tasker, assessed 1874, 3 

Goward Farm on the Mountain 1874, a 
James Tasker, assessed 1874, | 49 
Interest on taxes, 80 


PAID FOR SUPPORT OF PAUPERS. 


Paid Sophronia Stockwell, support of Ellen 


Stockwell, - $ 15 00 
David K. Rawson, support of Luther 

K. Rawson, 94 84 
John Harding, support of Lydia Hard- 

ing, 3 142 00 


John Harding, support of Lizzie A. Hall, 44 14 
Joseph Crooker, support of W. S. 


Carroll, 52 00 
Clothing W.S. Carroll, 10 00 
Emeline Spooner, support of Harper 

Currier, sy 25 00 
James Eastman, support of Lyman 

Ryder, 78 00 
Benj. Young, support of Alvin 


Young, 35 00 


LD, 


$410 66 


$25 50 


$30 95 


+ 


Paid John C. Crooker, support of Sara 
Ann Thornton, 
Abial Lane’s Family, 


h 


Paid Ruel Durkee as Selectman and Treas- 


urer, 

William W. Ryder, Selectman, 
Frederick Barton, Selectman, 
Alonzo Allen, Town Clerk, ) 
Hubbard Barton, S. S. Committee, 
O. C. Forehand, collector of taxes, 


Paid Betsey Ames, interest on note, 


. 35 00 


$ 12 00 


Welcome P.Partridge, note and interest, 109 00 


Reuben Cooper, interest on note, 
Hial Flanders, interest on note, ° 
Nathl. P. Stevens, interest on note, 
Printing this report, 

Balance due on last year’s report, 
Stationery and Postage, 

Adam Rand, note and interest, 
Lester Blanchard, notes and interest, 


30 00 

6 20 
20 60 
12 00 

4 OO 
‘10 00 
636 00 
753 00 


$695 95 


$145 


$1592 


00 


80 


THE SELECTMEN CREDIT. THE TOWN AS FOLLOWS : 
Received of the County of Sullivan for the 
support of the following paupers, to wit: 


Luther K. Rawson, 
Lydia Harding, 
Lizzie A. Hall, 
W.S. Carroll, 
Harper Currier, 
Lyman Ryder, 

Alvin Young, 

Sarah Ann Thor nan 
Abial Lane’s family, 


By list of taxes assessed and delivered to 
the Collector, 
Literary Fund, 
Saving Bank tax, 
Interest on school notes, 
Last year’s Treasurer, 


Total amount received, 
Total amount paid out, 


$ 94 84 
142 OV 
44 14 
62 00 
25 00 
78 00 
32 00 
38 97 
156-75 


$3804 04 
74 39 
291 83 
61 28 
99 24 


$676 


$4330 7 


$5007 
4950 


30 


5 
THE TOWN. OWES 


One note to Reubss “ooper, $500 00 
One note to Lester Blanchard, 100 00 
One note to Betsey Ames, 200 00 
——— $800 00 
Money in the treasury, $56 73 
Leaving a balance against the town of ($743 27 
Which is respectfully submitted. 
RUEL DURKEE, Selectinen 
WILLIAM W. RYDER, of 
FREDERICK BARTON, J Croydon. 


SCHOOL REPORT, 


In compliance with law, the following is respectfully submitted as 
a report of the public schools of Croydon, for the school year ending 
March, 1876: 

In all annual school reports there must be, from the nature of the 
case, a degree of sameness. The same questions are constantly re- 
curring for consideration, and similar suggestions have necessarily 
to be repeated again and again. Teachers, scholars, and school 
officers frequently change; while the topics which form the basis of 
school reports and school-room discussions remain to be discussed 
over and over again, in such new light as past experience may have 
shed upon them. But the interests of the public in the progress of 
education, and especially in the improvement of the common schools, 
where a great majority of the children are educated, are of such 
vital importance that none can afford to be indifferent to the subject, 
though its discussion requires the tedious reiteration of worn-out 
truths. 


SCHOOLS. 

Owing to a combination of unfavorable circumstances, conspicuous 
among which was.a refractory course on the part of two or three 
pupils, the Fall Term in District No. 2 was not a profitable one. The 
Winter Term in District No. 1, which was being conducted by a suc- 
cessful teacher, closed prematurely, under circumstances as follows: 
The term progressed about seven weeks, evidently with tolerably 
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good success, at the expiration of which I was called into schoo] on 
account of a difficulty with one of the pupils. The teacher, while 
the case was being investigated but after there had been some degree 
of feeling manifested against her by some of the pupils, expressed, 
unconditionally, her intention to resign her position as teacher, and 
could not be persuaded to retract the decision. 


Several teachers, by reason of ill health on their part or that of 
their relatives, have been obliged to discontinue their schools near 
the middle of the term. In justice to these is may be remarked that 
all were teachers of experience and ability, and had they been able 
to continue their schools their efforts in each case would have un- 
doubtedly been productive of excellent results. 


With the exception named the general success of schools during 
the year is commendable. As a rule, those teachers residing in 
town have met with their usual success, while those from out of 
town have generally accomplished good work in their respective 
fields of labor. Too much cannot be said in praise of Mr. B. F. 
Spaulding, who conducted the Winter Term in No. 2. The final ex- 
amination of his school was one of the most interesting it has been 
my pleasure to witness. The order was unexceptionable, and every 
recitation carried with it an impress of the good quality of the in- 
struction. The same is emphatically true of Miss Melvina L. Fletch- 
er, and of the success of her school in No. 4. 


Only one teacher commencing the vocation has been employed. 
This was Miss Mary M. Futnam, who taught the school in No. 5 
during the Summer Term. Her first attempt was very successful, 
and afforded ample evidence of her aptitude and ability for the res- 
ponsible work of teaching. 


Agreeably to a promise made the pupils of each school, the names 
of all who have attended during an entire term without being absent, 
except in instances necessitated by sickness, are inserted in the fol- 
lowing 


ROLL OF HONOR. 


District No.1. Mary M. Putnam, Ella V. Walker, Eva A. Ken- 
nedy, Josie M. Walker, Nellie Putnam, Mary Jacobs, Edgar M. Put- 
nam, Vasco Kennedy, Fred B. Walker, Charles S. Walker, Elvaro 
Kennedy, John L. Cain, William G. Cain, De Walt C. Barton, Henry 
N. Squires, Oscar F. Braley. Dzéstrict No. 2.. Eva C. Borden, Leila 
Partridge, Alice ‘Forehand, Flora Forehand, Estella Barton, Cora 


? 
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Partridge, Bertha M. Cooper, Hattie Cooper, Josie Barton, Dana W. 
Barton, Arthur E. Comings, John Bartlett, Ellsworth D. Comings, 
Edgar W. Davis, Lee S. Bartlett, Fred Corliss, Cyrus Barton, Her- 
man Cooper, Charlie D. Dunbar, Steven Gilman, Philip Harding, 
Elmer P. Barton, Willie Miner. District No. 3. Bertha E. Sawyer, 
Alice J. Whipple, Lettie T. Dodge, Frank D. Brown, Herbert E. 
Brown, Henry J. Sawyer, Aaron M. Whipple. Déstrict No. 4. Jen- 
nie S. Rowell, Mary I. Cutting, Abbie J. Eastman, Cynthia M. 
Young, Ellen A. Young, Nattie B. Young, Willie J. Eastman, Wil- 
liam Johonnett, Lawrence F. Cutting, Arthur W. Cutting, Fred H. 
Cutting, Hilliard E. Rowell, Wesley J. Rowell, Selwen D. Rowell, 


David S. Rowell, Earnest L. Cutting. District No. 5. Mary E. 


Freeto, Rosette A. Rowell, Louisa J. Freeto, Lodisa A. Freeto, Eu- 
gene W. Dodge, George A. Hurd, Frank E. Jacobs, Elmer E. Dodge, 
George A. Rowell, Charlie B. Warren. District No. 6. Martha S. 
Boyce, Bertha E. Barton, Mary C. Boyce, Sophia S. Stockwell, Nel- 
lie M. Austin, Stella M. Haynes. Albert I. Barton. 


EXAMINATION OF TEACHERS. 


In examining teachers the method of written examinations has in 
part been practiced. Aside fromsthe usual oral examination, teach- 
ers have been required to give written answers to about twenty ques- 
tions. For this purpose several sets of questions have been prepared 
and used during the year, of which the following is a fair sample : 

Arithmetic. 1. What place of relative importance does Arithme- 
tic occupy, as compared with the several branches taught in the 
common schools? 2. Represent by figures, according to the French 
method, ten trillions two billions two hundred and seven millions six 
hundred four thousand and nine; and according to the Eng!ish meth- 
od, seyen hundred eleven thousand seven hundred sixteen billions 
three hundred seventy-one thousand seven hundred twelve millions 
four hundred fifty-six thousand seven hundred and eleven. 3. Give 
each method by which addition may be proved. 4. State the princi- 
ples upon which the process of subtraction is based. 5. Explain the 
points of difference between the nuraerator and denominator in com- 
mon fractions. 6.(@) What is the value of oP ~ (0) If a bushel of 
wheat cost $1.92 what will 1 peck 4 quarts cost? 7. (a) How is the 
unit divided in decimal fractions? (0) Divide three hundred seventy- 
five hundred thousandths by one hundred twenty-five thousandths. 8. 
Suppose a note of $1.25 were given November 1, 1875, what would 
be the amount of interest due October 15, 1876, at five per cent? 9. 
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What is discount, commission, present worth, proportion, banking, 
partnership? 10. What is the combined length of the base and per- 
pendicular of the largest right-angled triangle that can be inscribed 
in a square field of ten acres? Draw figures to illustrate, and give. 
reasons for each step. 


Grammar. 1. What is Grammar ? 2. Into what four general divisions 
is Grammar usually divided? 38. Give the parts of speech, and state 
the office that each performs. 4. Give an example of a transitive 
verb in the active voice, and show how it may be changed to the 
passiye voice. 5. (a@) Compose a simple sentence containing two 
clauses, each with a subject and predicate expressed. (6) Is such a 
sentence as this question implies denominated s¢mple by all Gram- 
mars? 6. Compose a compound sentence of two members, contain- 
ing a proper noun in the nominative case, an intransitive verb, a 
descriptive adjective, and a common noun in the objective case. 7. 
Explain the difference between a member and a clause. 8. Analyze 
these sentences, and parse each word: ‘‘ We must see with our own 
eyes.” ‘‘Hurra for the boys of °76.” 9. Of what does syntax treat? 
10. Correct these sentences: It may not have been her. The general 
bid the intruders to depart from within the lines. She smiles :t all 
who profess to be enamored of her. I will divide the residue of my 
property between my three sons. 

It will be seen that these questions are sufficiently simple, and yet 
that they are such that impromptu answers to them, given in writing, 
must necessarily indicate, with considerable exactness, the qualifica- 
tions of the applicant in the branches to which they relate. 


TEXT-BOOKS—UNIFORMITY OF, CHANGE OF, &c. 

In a very few instances, pupils have appeared at school wish other 
than the required text-books. This error should be carefully avoid- 
ed. It causes not only additional and unnecessary labor for the 
teacher, but disarrangement respecting organization and classifica- 
tion. 

Greenleaf’s National Arithmetic, which has been tolerated to a 
limited extent in our schools for the past twelve years, is an unsuita- 
ble book for common school purposes. It is the first book that Mr. 
Greenleaf published, and the poorest. In his system of Arithmetics 
it has no place. No teacher can explain all the principles and prob- 
lems of the work without first having an understanding of even the 
higher parts of Geometry. 
be change of Arithmetics is greatly needed. Since the publication 
of the series now in use, there have been many important financial 


changes, requiring new forms of computation; and not merely this, 
but methods of business transactions have also materially changed. 
Besides, there has been within the time much improvement in the 
development and elucidation of Arithmetic as a science. Some work 
embodying these changes and improvements, such, for example, as 
Greenleaf’s New Arithmetical Series, including the New Primary, 
New Intellectual, and New Practical Arithmetics, should be intro- 
duced. 

As a response to invitations asking for contributions to the Inter- 
national Exposition at Philadelphia, there have been sent to the Su- 
perintendent of Public Instruction a concise history of the educa- 
tional affairs of the town from the first settlements, annual school 
reports, school registers, etc. 

In concluding my fourth annual report I tender a heartfelt ex- 
pression of thanks t» those who have been connected with our 
schools, for the courtesy and respect shown me while performing the 


duties of a School Superintendent. 
H. A. BARTON. 


Tabula ew of Schools. _ | ue 


Number in Spelling. 


Names of Teachers. 


No. of District. 

1 Simmer. 2 Fall, 3 Winter. 
Length of school in weeks. 
Whole attendance. 
Average attendance. 
Number not attending. 
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Eva A. Gilman, 
Mary C, Barrett, 
Burleigh F. Spalding, 
Virginia S. Marsh. 
Milon C, Cooper, 
Eliza A. Tucker, 
Melvina L. Fletcher, 
Mary ‘i. Putnam, 
Mary R. Putnam, 
Mary F. Brown, 
| | Lois L, Brown, 
| | Mary F. Brown,, 
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Paces 


Num ber in Arithmetic. 


24 
By 5 
48 6 
38 8 
19 8 
19} 4 VIS 5 Tae 26 00 
13.| 6/10} 3] 2] 24 00. 
20) 12;17| 3) 38] 28 00 4 
8} 7} 81.3) 2)--17 00 
12)12/12; 6] 2). 28 00 
14] 10/10} 3) 38] 22 00 
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